What is EM3C: EASTERN MAINE
COASTAL CURRENT COLLABORATIVE?
A REVOLUTIONARY PARTNERSHIP
EM3C was established through an
agreement between NOAA Fisheries, the Maine
Department of Marine Resources, and Maine Center
for Coastal Fisheries to develop a research
framework that supports ecosystem-based fisheries
management in the Eastern Maine Coastal Current
and its associated watersheds.

ECOSYSTEM-BASED
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Ecosystem-based fisheries
management supports the view that
traditional approaches to studying
marine systems are often not well suited
for dealing with the complexity of
interconnected environments, especially
in the face of rapid change. The
systematic approach recognizes the
physical, biological, economic, and social
interactions of the ecosystem, requiring
participation from local stakeholders.
The goal is to support the resilience of
Eastern Maine's coastal communities
and the sustainability of its fisheries,
providing adaptive processes by which
we can learn and evolve.

GEOGRAPHIC FOCUS
The Eastern Maine Coastal Current extends
from the western edge of Penobscot Bay to the
Canadian border and includes all upland
watersheds.

EASTERN MAINE COASTAL CURRENT COLLABORATIVE
Creating a more resilient marine ecosystem through localized science

OBJECTIVES
Collect scientific information to support short- and immediate-term management needs
Understand historical, long-range, and holistic views of the ecosystem
Define methods for incorporating the human and natural components of the ecosystem
Create a tested example of science that supports ecosystem-based fisheries management
Explore how stakeholders at different scales can actively contribute to knowledge

VISION
EM3C seeks to create a
Regional Ecosystem Plan that prioritizes
the linkages between the restoration
and harvesting of resources and
aquaculture production in a way that
maximizes value at a community scale.
Supporting collaborative fisheries
research will inform a gradual transition
to management where all ecosystem
factors - oceanographic, ecological, and
societal - are considered, contributing to
the region's prosperity and the success
of the industry into the future.

EM3C PARTNERS
Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
Maine Department of Marine Resources
NOAA Fisheries

The State of the Science Conference is an initial step in a multi-year effort to power the
Eastern Maine Coastal Current Collaborative. From the conference, EM3C will
identify scientific gaps and opportunities, leading to the creation of an ecosystem-based
scientific framework. If you would like to partner with EM3C, contact
Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries at info@coastalfisheries.org.

